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TANZEEM E ISLAMI

PRESS RELEASE: 27 December 2024

It is extremely shameful for the Punjab Assembly to pass a bill
granting a staggering increase in its own salaries and privileges.

(Shujauddin Shaikh)

Lahore (PR): This was said by the Ameer of Tanzeem e Islami, Shujauddin Shaikh, in a
statement. The Ameer stated that in a poor country like Pakistan, where the masses
are buried under the burden of inflation, and the majority of the population is
struggling for two square meals and other basic necessities of life, where the Prime
Minister travels around the world carrying a begging bowl, and the country humbles
itself before the IMF to secure loans on harsh and terms detriment to national interest,
the bill passed by the provincial assembly members of the largest province to increase
their salaries and privileges by 100, 200, 300, 700, and even 1000 percent, averaging
an increase of 526 percent, is nothing short of injustice and selfishness. What could be
a greater tragedy than the fact that the elite of the country waste the national treasury,
filled with the people’s taxes, to protect their own interests and increase their personal
wealth, yet when this same elite is urged to consider a reasonable increase in the
salaries of government employees, excuses of an empty treasury are made. The Ameer
further pointed out that a few years ago, a subsidiary body of the United Nations,
UNDP, revealed that Pakistan spends approximately 18 billion dollars annually on
perks and privileges for the elite. The reality is that this same elite has been looting
and plundering the country for the past 77 years. However, history bears witness to
the fact that those involved in such heinous national crimes are not brought to justice
but are instead granted further opportunities to indulge in corruption. On the other
hand, the Federal Shariat Court’s ruling against interest (riba) on April 28, 2022,
remains unimplemented. Claiming to reform the economy while continuing a war
against Allah and His Messenger (SAAW) is nothing but foolishness. The Ameer
demanded that the Punjab government immediately withdraw the bill to increase the
salaries and privileges of its members. He emphasized the need to uproot the
malevolent system based on riba, corruption, nepotism, and the interests of landlords
and capitalists. He concluded that the only way to annihilate the current corrupt
system and address the fundamental issues of the masses is to establish and
implement a genuine Islamic system in the country, so that we may become eligible
for success in this world and in the Hereafter.
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